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QUESTIONS PERTINENT TO THIS ISSUE 


‘COMPARE PRESENT TOBACCO PRODUCTION PROSPECTS WITH LAST MONTH, 
. ‘HOW DO 1948 COTTON PROSPECTS COMPARE WITH 1949? 

HOW DOES THE YIELD OF COTTON PER ACRE COMPARE WITH LAST YEAR? 
HOW DOES THE 1949 ESTIMATED YIELD PER ACRE OF COTTON COMP ARE 
WITH THE 10-YEAR AVERAGE? 

‘HOW MANY “EGGS WERE PRODUCED ON N. C, FARMS DURING SEPTEMBER? 
COMPARE 1949 PRODUCTION OF SWEETPOTATOES WITH 1948, 

HOW DO PRESENT PEANUT PROSPECTS COMPARE WITH LAST YEAR? 
COMPARE THE NUMBER OF LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTERED TO- DATE WITH 1948. 
‘WHY DOES MILK PRODUCTION DECREASE IN THE FALL OF THE YEAR? 
‘COMPARE PRESENT SOYBEAN PROSPECTS WITH 1948. 
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TOBACCO PROSPECTS DECLINE 


Prospects for North Carolina’s 
1949 flue-cured tobacco crop declined 
Slightly during the month of Septem- 
ber. The October 1 forecast of pro- 
duction of flue-cured types is 
743,775,000 pounds, compared with the 
September 1 estimate of 746,960,000 
pounds. Such a production would be 
a little more than 4 million pounds 
above the 1948 crop and ebout 7 mil- 
lion pounds above the 10-year aver- 
age production. Production of Type 


11 tobacco is estimated to be about 
5 percent under production from the 
1948 acreage and is the only fiue 
-cured type for which the production 
estimate is below that of last year 
(Continued on Page 2) 


RECORD CORN CROP INDICATED 


Total production of corn in North 
Carolina, as indicated from growers’ 
reports of condition and expected 
yields on October 1, is estimated at 
71,247,000 bushels. This represents 
no change from the estimate for Sept- 
ember 1, but does point to a crop 3,2 
percent greater than the 69,006,000 
bushels produced last yeas, Provid- 
ed harvest weather conditions are 
favorable enough ts permit the hous- 
ing of production indicated, this 
year’s corn crop wili be the largest 
of record. 

As of October 3, prospects are for 
a record yield of 33 bushels per 
acre from corn grown in this State. 

(Continued on Page 2) 


GENERAL SITUATION 


Weather conditions during the 
early part of September continued 
generally unfavorable for most fall 
farming activities. Frequent rains 
kept soils too wet for working and 
delayed harvesting of fall maturing 
crops. However, during the last two 
weeks of the month, weather was quite 
favorable and fall farming activities 
were getting back to normal. The 
month ended with soils in most areas 
in good condition to work. Heavy 
to killing frosts were reported in 
some mountain areas the last week 
of the month. Fall planting of small 
grains and winter cover crops is now 
moving forward rapidly. Cotton har- 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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GENERAL SITUATION (Continued) 


vesting is well advanced in most pro- 
ducing areas. Peanut digging is gen- 
eral with favorable weather permit- 
ting almost uninterrupted operations. 
Most farmers have completed their 
1949 heying operations with record 
Or near record yields being realized. 
The warm sunny weather the last two 
weeks of the month brought corn to 
the harvesting stage rapidly. The 
outlook for the corn crop is very 
good, being quite uniform through- 
out the State. Harvesting is under- 
way in all areas, but farmers will 
not give major attention to this 
crop until their tobacco, cotton, 
peanut and hay crops have been taken 
care of, 


CORN (Continued) 


This is 2 bushels above the 1948 yield 
and 10 bushels above the 1938-47 av- 
erage. The higher yield indicated 
for this year can be attributed to 
(1) @ generally favorable growing 
season, (2) increased use of hybrid 
varieties with about one-third of 
Our 1949 acreage being planted with 
hybrids, (3) better soil fertiliza- 
tion practices and (4) a better un- 
derstanding of cultivation require- 
ments for corn. 

In spite of the 3.1 percent de- 
cline in corn acreage for harvest 
this year as compared with last year, 
higher yields are the reason for the 
record production indicated from the 
2,159,000 acres for harvest. 


TOBACCO (Continued) 


While such a crop would be 5 percent 
less than last year, it would still 
be 7 percent above the 10-year aver- 
age production of this Type. The 
October 1 forecast of production of 
Type 11 tobacco is 263,375,000 
pounds, Yield per acre is now 
placed at 1,075 pounds, compared 
with the September 1 estimate of 
1,100 pounds and the average from the 
1948 crop of 1,190 pounds. 

The October 1 forecast for Type 
12 tobacco was placed at 384, 480,000 
pounds unchanged from September 1 
3 percent above the 1948 crop and 11 per- 
cent greater than the 10-year average 
production of this type of tobacco. 
Type 12 yield is still forecast at 
1,240 pounds per acre, compared with 
the average of 1,285 pounds obtained 
last year and the 1,067-pound 10-year 
average. 

The production forecast for Type 
13 tobacco increased about 3 million 
pounds during the month. This is 7 
percent greater than production last 
year and 19 percent above the 10-year 
average production. Marketings of this 
type tobacco was nearly 100 percent 
completed the first of October. 


SOYBEAN YIELDS DROP 


Production prospects of soybeans 
for beans in North Carolina declined 
from earlier expectations during the 
month of September. Reports from 
faruwers as of October j indicate a 
production of 3,484,000 bushels from 
this year’s crop, or an average yield 
of 13.0 bushels per acre from the 
268,000 (equivalent solid) acres now 
estimated for the state. This esti- 
mate is 1 bushel per acre lower than 
a month earlier. As the crop ap- 
proaches maturity, farmers are doubt- 
ful that the crop will produce as 
well as was indicated earlier by heavy 
vine growth. 

In 1948, there were 264,000 acres 
harvested in the state which produced 
3,564,000 bushels for an average yield 
of 13.5 bushels. 


SWEET POTATO PROSPECTS DECLINE 


Based on farmers’ reports on the 
condition and prospective yield of 
sweetpotatoes as of October 1, the 
production outlook declined sharply 
from that of a month earlier. The 
prospective crop is now indicated at 
5,994,000 bushels, which would be 6 
percent above the 5,635,000 bushels 
produced last year but 22 percent 
below the 1938-47 average. 

A per acre yield of 111 bushels 
is now indicated, which is 4 bushels 
under the 1948 yield but is 9 bushels 
above the 1938-47 average. 

Acreage for harvest this year is 
estimated at 54,000 acres--J0 percent 
more than the 49,000 acres harvested 
in 1948. However, the acreage for 
this year is 2§ percent less than the 
1938-47 average. 


COTTON PROSPECTS DECLINE 


Prospects for North Carolina’s 
cotton crop dropped sharply during 
the month, with October 1 forecast 
placing production at 470,000 bales 
(500-lb. gross weight). This is 
70,000 bales below the September 1 
estimate and 208,000 bales below the 
1948 production of 678,000 bales. 
The 10-year average production for 
the State is 549,000 bales. 

If this production is realizad, 
the average yield per acre will be 
277 pounds of lint--the lowest since 
1938. The average yield per acre 
last year was 447 pounds and the 
10-year .average yield is 355 
pounds. 

Weather continued cloudy and wet 
through the first two weeks of Sept- 
ember. Heavy rains were general over 
the State during the first week. 
However, weather began te open up 


COTTON: 


the third week of the month with the 
last week being almost ideal for 
the maturity of bolls and picking 
Operations. The 1949 cotton crop 
has opened slowly and unevenly in 
most areas. As the crop matured and 
picking advanced, it became quite 
evident that the boll weevil, weather 
and other unfavorable factors had 
taken a much larger toll of the crop 
than earlier expected. 

For the Nation as a whole, the 
crop prospects increased over last 
month’s forecast and last year’s 
total production. September 1 es- 
timate of the crop was 14,943,000 
bales, while the current forecast 
is 15,446,000 bales. The October 
1 estimated crop is approximately 
4 percent greater than the 1948 pro- 
duction. Details, by States, of the 
October 1 report follow: 


CONDITION, ESTIMATED ACREAGE FOR HARVEST AND 
PRODUCTION, OCTOBER 1, 
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EGG PRODUCTION INCREASES 


Production of eggs on North Car- 
Olina farms in September is es- 
timated at 63 million - 9 percent 
more than the 58 million eggs pro- 
duced during the corresponding 
period last year, but 10 percent 
less than production for the pre- 
vious month which amounted to 70 
million eggs. 

The number of layers on North 
Carolina farms in September showed 
an increase Of 533,000 layers above 
the 6,472,000 layers reported on 
farms in August. This compares 
with an estimated 6,352,000 layers 
on farms during September of 1948. 

The number of eggs produced per 
100 layers in September is estimated 
at 900, a drop of 176 eggs per 100 
layers below the rate of lay re- 
ported for August, but approximate- 


ly the same as the 906 eggs per 100 
layers reported for September of 
last year. 


UNIT 
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SEASONAL DECREASE IN 
MILK PRODUCTION 


Milk cows on North Carolina farns 
produced an estimated 136 million 
pounds of milk during September. 
This is two million pounds less 
than September of 1948 but 11 million 
pounds more than the 10-year (1938- 
47) September average. Production 
during September of this year was 
14 million pounds less than August. 

Milk production per cow in herds 
is estimated at 380 pounds during 
September, as compared with 4206 
pounds in August and 390 pounds 
during September of last year. 
The number of milk cows on farms as 
of October 1 is estimated at 359,000. 

Generally conditions were favor- 
able during September for milk pro- 
duction. The decrease in milk pro- 
duction during September is prima- 
rily attributed to: (1) the normal 
decrease in the flow of milk from 
cows freshened in the spring; 
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(2) generally less feed value re- 
ceived from pastures following 
summer months, even though pastures 
May be in relatively good condition 
at this time; and (3) the failure on 
the part of most farmers to adopt 
the practice of breeding milk pro- 
ducers for fall freshening and there- 
by exercising some management control 
over the usual seasonal production 
of milk. 


COMMERCIAL APPLE CROP IMPROVES 


Apples: Reports from commercial 
apple growers as of October 1 in- 
dicate a slightly larger crop than 
a month earlier. The October 1 
forecast is for a commercial apple 
crop of 480,000 bushels, 51 percent 
less than the 1948 crop and 38 per- 
cent under the 10-year average. 
Harvesting of the commercial apple 
crop is well advanced in most com-» 
mercial counties. 
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PEANUT PROSPECTS UNCHANGED 


Prospective production of peanuts 
as of October 1 in North Carolina 
showed no change from that of a month 
earlier. The crop is currently ex- 
pected to produce 266, 200,000 pounds 
for an average yield of 1,100 pounds 
per acre. This year’s acreage of the 
crop is estimated at 242,000 acres. 
In 1948, the state produced 346, 625,- 
6v0 pounds from 295,000 acres for an 
average yield of 1,175 pounds per 
acre. Average production for the 
10-year period, 1938-47, is 305,596, - 
000 pounds. 

Digging of the commercial crop in 
the state progressed rapidly during 
the first two weeks of October. Gen- 
eraly, soil and weather conditions 
were ideal. 

Total peanut production in the 
United States this year is estimated 
at 1,804,454,000 pounds as of October 
1. This compares with last year’s 
production of 2, 338,470,000 pounds 
and the 10-year average of 1,845,718,- 
000 pounds. 


LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTER INCREASES 


Commerical slaughter of livestock 
in North Carolina, including slaugh- 
ter under Federal inspection and 
other wholesale and retail slaugh- 
ter, but excluding farm slaughter, 
increased during August for all spe- 
cies except sheep and lambs. With 
the exception of hogs, the number of 
head slaughtered was below August of 
1948. The number of head slaughtered 
and the total liveweight of animals 
Slaughtered is less during the eight 
months January through August of this 
year than last year for all species. 
On a percentage basis, hogs decreased 
the least and calves decreased the 
most through August of 1949 compared 
with the same period in 1948. 
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NORTH CAROLINA LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTER 


AUGUST 
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SEPTEMBER WEATHER SUMMARY 


In keeping with the Calendar, the weather during September was typical of 
the fall season. Cool Canadian air masses were able to invade the State with 
vigor frequently. Several times during the month the temperatures dropped to 
the 30’s in the mountains and into the 40’s elsewhere. The first killing frost 
of the season occurred in the mountains on the 29th and 30th. Temperatures 
for the month averaged a few degrees below normal in the West to about normal * 
near the coast. Totai precipitation was less than normal except in the south- 
erm and central Coastal Plains, which were drenched with heavy rains during’ 
the first half of the month. Final two weeks of the month were dry with only 
scattered light rains reported. No serious drought conditions were indicated, 
in fact, the dry weather was almost ideal for harvesting of crops and per- 
mitted the completion of much delayed farm work. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
INCHES OF RAINFALL 
DURING SEPTEMBER, {3949 
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